
RELATIONSHIPS 
  
In the following entry, on numerous fundamental psychological states of mind and being—we will turn to 
the crossroads where psychology intersects with the philosophy of the human condition. In the present 
entry we look at the extensive field of social and personal relationships into which psychological states of 
being can disburse themselves. Obviously the range of these relationships is coterminous with human 
mind- life as a whole.  
  
At a glance, one would say that the broadest division, among the psychological relationships facing us in 
the following chart-- is between life-and-culture abetting, and life-blighting relationships.  (The thinking 
buoying this chart work aligns with that of Norman O Brown’s 1959 Life against Death, a mid-century 
Bible of the Sixties search for individual freedom.)The obvious dichotomy here runs straight through our 
list (affair; betrayal, disloyalty, lust, all undermining the works of mind: versus the remainder of the 
characterizers, from parenthoods through marriage, through love and kindness, whose influence radiates 
as life giving throughout the chart). 
  
Psychological relationships, apparent as it is from the above categories, can run in binaries—disloyalty 
versus loyalty-- or if freed from that provocative pairing, relationships can be released into unlimited 
modes of juncture.  The psychologies of artistic creation give an insight here. Abstract painting or the 
nouveau roman may give themselves the pleasure of free-play junctions, betrayal and caring, for 
example, or lust and kindness entering into provocative juxtapositions on the canvas or in the 
text.  Psychologically speaking, the human mind enjoys anti-binaries as much as binaries. 
 


