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Overview  

According to the 11th century work Diwan Lughat al-Turk (ШϼϦЮϜ ϤϝПЮ дϜмтϸ, Compendium of the Language of 
the Turks) by Mahmud Kashgari, the Seljuqs were Oghuz Turks from the Qiniq (ХжЦ) tribe. Little can said 
with certainty about their early history; some accounts claim that the father of the Seljuqsô eponymous 
ancestor, Duqaq (also Dokak, Tukuk) was the su bashi (military commander) of the Oghuz yabghu. Other 
sources put Duqaq and his son Seljuq in the service of the Khazars. Either way, it appears that Seljuq was 
forced to flee his master around 985 and settled in the city of Jand, south of the Oghuz capital Yenikent, on 
the Syr Darya. It was here that Seljuq converted to Islam, and soon Seljuq and his tribesmen were involved 
in the struggles among the Samanids, Qarakhanids and Ghaznavids for control of Transoxiana. 

In 1025 Seljuqôs son Arslan Israil was captured by the Ghaznavids and sent into captivity in India as part of 
a struggle between the Ghaznavids and Qarakhanids. His tribesmen were sent into Khorasan and soon 
took up raiding to survive the difficult conditions there. These raids combined with the unsettled conditions 
created by previous Oghuz migrations into the region led to a confrontation with the Ghaznavids in 1040 at 
Dandanaqan outside of Merv. The Ghaznavids were routed and left all of Khorasan open to the Seljuqs. 

The Seljuqs were quick to take advantage of their victory, assigning the conquest of different regions to 
members of the Seljuq clan. By 1047 the Seljuqs were in control of all lands along the Amu Darya from 
Tirmiz to Bukhara, and in late 1055 the Seljuq sultan Tughril entered Baghdad. In 1059 the Seljuqs and 
Ghaznavids agreed to set the border between their territories at the Hindu Kush Mountains.  

Following Tughrilôs death in 1063 Alp Arslan became sultan and continued to expand the Seljuq state. In 
1064 he campaigned in the Caucasus, then moved south and took the cities of Kars and Ani. Although 
there had been sporadic Seljuq raids into Byzantine territory since the early 11th century, this was the first 
conquest of any territory that had recently been under Byzantine rule. In 1071 at the Battle of Malazgirt 
(Manzikert) Alp Arslan defeated a larger Byzantine army led by the emperor Romanos IV Diogenes, who 
was taken captive. Although Alp Arslan had had no intentions to conquer Byzantine Anatolia, his victory at 
Malazgirt opened the way for further Seljuq conquests and Turkmen settlement in Anatolia. Nonetheless, 
even as Seljuqs and Turkmen expanded their territories in Anatolia at the expense of the Byzantines, the 
region was of limited interest to the Seljuq rulers in the years immediately after the Battle of Malazgirt. 

The history of the Seljuqs in Anatolia distinct from the history of the Great Seljuqs has its origins in disputes 
within the ruling Seljuq clan, specifically between the descendants of two of Seljuqôs sons, Arslan Israil and 
Mikail. Supreme over the Seljuq clan and its rapidly expanding territory had remained in the hands of 
Mikailôs descendants: Tughril, his brother Chaghri; Chaghriôs son Alp Arlsan; and then Alp Arslanôs son 
Malik Shah. Arslan Israil and his line had been less fortunate; Arslan Israil had been sent into captivity in 
India by the Ghaznavids around 1025, and his son Qutlumush was killed in a revolt against Alp Arslan in 
1063. It is uncertain what had happened to Qutlumushôs sons in this period, but some sources claim that 
they had been imprisoned by Alp Arslan somewhere along the Euphrates. After Alp Arslanôs death they 




