
Betrayal 
  
Betrayal implies deception. I cannot betray someone if I do not disappoint his expectations. If he or she 
does not have reasonable expectations of my behavior, he will not have put in me the reasonable trust 
that can be betrayed. Unless you good faith believe that I will carry out the conditions of our contract you 
will not have good reason to feel betrayed when I make off with the funds. Unfortunately good faith, 
innocence and not infrequently naivete are often the necessary prelude to a betrayal. 
  
True cases of betrayal tend, accordingly, to incorporate an element of surprise! ‘You mean JOE’s the guy 
who went off to Brazil with my wife?!!! I’d never have thought it!! Not Joe, my old buddy since Junior High! 
But of course I’m forgetting that time, twenty years ago, when I caught sight of Joe holding hands with 
Holly in a Denver park.  
  
Betrayal without signals is rare, but often the signals are hard to read.  The Unites States government 
strongly expressed the belief that it was betrayed at Pearl Harbor. Cordell Hull berated the Japanese 
Ambassador with old fashioned evangelical fervor. But weren’t there visible signs and diplomatic 
channels on all sides, to make clear what was coming? Weren’t there spies on all sides? 
  
Judas, the Betrayer, set the prime example of his art, choosing a world target as his victim. Oddly, the 
complex and intricate Christian narrative allowed a pathway of meaning by which what led to Christ’s 
downfall eventually led to his exaltation. Betrayal, the Judas kiss, took a path of pain from lips to Cross.  
  
Betrayal enters the historical web at a sharp angle, cutting the flesh of time as it enters. It leaves a bloody 
trace, whose fallout is not always equally malign. 

 


