HUMANI TI ES | NSTI TUTE
Anwesha Maity, PhD.

AJANTRIPATHETI C FALLAGROBNMTRCso trafdfslaMedhas(ilc®aid 8 )Man
Ri t wi k Ghat ak
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Fil mhititmpls: / / www. youtube.com/ watch?v=0Q7qxSFdG2U

OVERVI EW

DirectRot wi k Ghatak was bodayi Babgtadeéhh, proedehis f ai

Calcutta just before masses of starving people strean
194434 and the Pad8.itTilhhmse ft L® 4e/vermtng,| aaledcmg wairt hh nt L& 7
which also brought refuges to Calcutta, would dominat
politically active in the I PTA (Il ndian Peoples Theatr
world of film asr aandasmnsaksitmagnthids rceicrted@it toifMargia)rd &kbut i n
which went wunreleased but is considered a classic tod
Communi st Party of India, after which haendefciallm a prc
theory. He direcitme @ogmeatffihms abHe | Gldamped i Siteanra wi t h

(Meghe Dhakt86U0araAl ong with Satyajit Ray and Mrinal S
that reflected the tamdbusempapoedtBalsl pivodd si mlaiyt s so

personal l'ife was however rocky; he suffered from men
film reels to shady produeards nfgonr omonraeny ard halscdhadlm |
recoveumruwsaml e condition and having to be restored.
Ghatak dir eceteendgteni gihetatfuurlel fi Il ms (of which only
I

S €
and a handf ul of documentaries, which déphecCl bhd i Ve
Capped(MetgeghrDhakp Wasalisted at numbme B84t ihilamsiby 8
Sound i n 2@dI2de nwlkiulmea mmagr ewlalsa | i st ed at 346. Ghat ak al
awards i

g

I ndia, including the Natdi oanaPIadFmaInShArV\iarfdrono
I ndi an 9

n in
overnment i n 70.

Fil mBased on a Bangla short story of the sdAmannam& wr
presents a distinotfl ya precadnyrdar rpatsisMeonate relation:
car®d®ome Thoughts on Aj @ah9 8Ghka,teakp h#&imasramdgsl true i n ev
it I have seen such men (I have had the doubtful pl e
have been able to believe in their emotions.AsThere |
Ku ma rh aSai notkEerscy ol apheedi a o ft hlen diid maG@ivmemaa,t sal i zed | e
of cultural di smemberment and exile that evokes an epg
classical for ms.

BackgrooOndt he making of wrhWeefdi:ddn,t cGhwmdrak wi th the poo
materials and t-dati hgobudget. sfibes film threw before



Every shot taken was every shot achieved. It is a sit
and | ikes it... It was fgnsalillthenwahildler otighs gr oss
boaf f'iGheat ak was honoured with aRatWwat ddAajFarVteraiclge i n
Film critic Georges Sadduwasichi ad h ieh aétx pdgretshthrsielkwa y :
mean? | don't know and | believe no one in Venice Fil
the film...there was no subtitle for the fil m. But |
SYNOPSI S

Bi mal is a taxi dr i vlenrd eipne nad espnceet tBhithbawd i an pesplies hi
his beloved Jagaddal, a 1920 Chevrolet in decrepit co
first drives an ol sdomawhati tdhehadasgegd uisg pieedvd ithog tamed | at
encounters a flash flood on the way. Jagaddal is howe
passengers safedepadalshbaitte.i Bi mahalsfubsequently drives
passengers Jagspidwihdi ti on worsening: a bride and a gr ¢
|l ate for ghiosu ptacdiivig@esaaon, i ndigenous) people; another
gets stranded near their vill aghee dhuard nnge ta efaersltiievra |l ;n oa
of her jewellery andalalbad donelarmd. hehhre sonly per son wh
the car is a boy at his taxi stand, to whom Bi mal con
him for 15 ymatrtserdeath. hBs mal faces much hardship for
particularly irate Sikh taxi driver calls the car uns
machine man nwhoxi cated by petrol f umest o tdcet nreicch amfi ct, h
1 ump o0fndrangroup of boys al most destrodolgr daghdidial alh/(

Bi mall ove and attachment for theBaudntdnhalddys Jagadda

a last sigh; spukéeandgl eapbpiewgngasmoit gives up. Bi ma
his money getting new parts and pr omilsli nbge Jtaoggaedtdhaelr t h
forever. But after a few months of Jagaddeall |fsaitlhien g atr
to a scrap dealer, who has it dismantled a#nidd carried
toddler playisgdwistlardagadhdahn. Tears streaming down &
l etting go of his obsession.

CHARACTERS

Bi mal Car driver/ mechanic in |l ove with his ce¢
Jagaddhé | mmo)dw®Wi2Z@®hevr ol et d1dalFopy BRO

The boy The mechanic's aSsicomdmntdaane. Bi mal

The Mechanic unnamed

The |l unatic baggarmed

CHARACTER ANALYSI S

Bi mal

Bi mal is the protagoni st dpfatthheet ifad fifnbledihadgysiurf f ev ac almlid
attached taolwins obdolCdhervy. Indeed, there is nothing ir
worrying abouwt tiot iand bteesriddiers dr i nki ng.

I magi natBii wma l vi ews Jagaddal ase\he rs rharod htelramna wiafrd .n e
it constantly, reassuring, promising, ’'splbeeahdaivnigouorr. t hr
one poignant soceame, yhevigeht slasgaddal that he stuffs he,
forces it to drive up a hill, leading to its final de
Jagaddal shows his imaginative side.

CarinBimal cares excesasls.i vRdiyndg ohri s] aggadldas wropnrpiasnii mogn ,t h at
Bi mal cares more about JBwyear dtah ou dila nJ a&gpasbidial’l edhsuweraan i

Bi mal tells the boy, as the car has been hss only con
deatbh.*hardwor ki n'gt hoaltd’t hhdoserts ehi m down and even drove mi
gal l on. He even shields Jagaddal with his body when t

people who care about Jagaddéadlouandthaverkinmd raecdes td
woman admires the campopy drad aldelallater gives her a rid
a train ticket. I n all w&y®nteh athndmatntler BRIOagdddall iicse |
117 i se noehyalt ak nodding at an Americani sm).



fTthle ot her sSsi doeb soefs sBiomalwi t h Jagaddal is his near
around him and the few passengers h's gets. He
tomabmbtyagomipae imig Jagaddal to a decrepit womar
rred folk song loudly so as to drown out t he
k 'te cvaornea nl.e sBsi naablo uctdhelingsrad s e mge s, abu
badmouth JagaddauncFer dunstadceakhk
on a muddy hil/l road after a fl ash
meta thartrlye Buai despatiomabi cbagd ak
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nning, Bi mal is determined to kee
tion. He cleans and eobtéshesvand v
a new Rexine canopy. At the end,
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e bolyhe -dr2 -yledamrl d boy (who remains usinasneiddt armst tdmrd me
malsupporter. He is the closest person Bimal has to
d not a v hard wor kesrmarbtut quick witted and stre

e
i wikt t efTche b

O 9w
c > -

al ways on the |l ookout for an opport

ady with appy replies. For instance, in the o
annas from d uncle to Ilpraismsge ntgiem tomn | Bi myd lv;e ss ahd Iny
Later, when the Sikh taxi driver badmouths Jagaddal,
comeback.
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Excit abhe
Bi mal toat
Jagaddal f
occasions,
drivers and

y, true to his age, is always excited to
@ himes; Bimal only obliges once. On that
a sSspimhagruicrh dnodn Bteheed hb rbiydebei ng run down.
oo, the boy is seen flithtiBangnadrotwmae tohden
random people, totally excited and compl e

Sympat hOtfi al | the characters, only the Wogslahdst a s
Jagaddal and neverdeositoohaled ®mdmdawn tdaer barmk empend al
money on it. He even defends Jagaddal when anyone say
in him easily and héetterhi MmNdagaddal end, he tells Bin
dearl y.

THEMES

Technol ogy andl Anlismdcisush t ur al 1 thbsDMaehwmtanfa t6leendbkbias pl ayed
a crucial role in shaping the political psyche, as di
i mpl emented by theJdwalsdar Ipali mdée i wn.i skEemr ,Gandhi, who s
agrarian economy with madgiebalalt aamoviniolh & pvleao/ rasegl a
and merciless agent responsible for taking away | obs
deventeonpt al mod el é myil :simemd e da (dvi t h niNoedhemraast eb assuecdc eosns )
mechanical, industnbal oasdof ummegTegagdlt s on Ajantril
and( 19 8Gh)a,teaxkp| ai ned in this way:

The idea of thalwagki madhan association of monstr
that is good, all that is contemplative and spiri
our culture. .. I't stands for c¢clash anantcilimgpgour,

di sconWietnt all our newly achieved technology, we
the future into our heri tAggaent.rtihkdngt ohpat ha&as paeltii
the first time in our |igeeafand) typhasal Aghiaeded
contains that quaint indigenous flavour in its pl
narration.

Ghatsakvi si on inscribes the relationship between human
technol ogmcali sdhetAda ndaictkher i ndul ges in communitarian
subscribe to the western model 0% mMakerinstmwmormnedi cboisl
inventive, describing a&tmweteme omagmani ehaethat hiemsangs bap
and pebipha&lly, and only at the clIfooimmpdsecen e,t tiasc htmheenrt
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0 aadki Bi matabkeeg: a child glagandedi hbrdaghddactkr
i
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1t
l usion. The smiling chia dbenaikeefs thhnam d e eraeliaistzeed hpirs
s as magicat-aadd mbaegbeyomaniltife

Cultumnei genous Bientpllasmi mi stic belief | argely parallel
Oraon people (who call themselves Kurukh and speak tAh
present in the fil'mad Ga&h arnt eackd ismage eéa dvphuachi htbem, havi ng be
them as a documentary film maker for about five years
assimilating anything new that comes their way...They
themselves 'are | i ke him.

fe are shown in one |o
Il age and spends the n
the shrillying sbobungedf
rupt and unexpected sh
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does live in a hovel right |
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Att Ao mpedatut a@amhment that Bi mal has for Jagadd
Ghatak mentittngs etathadty tvieirdy antatvaewd ltaedmtt hied td.o u
of meeting "Blihnealc ahri 'msteshefl tfi didstye ealbaohutf 40 year
ol d;19r”2sClhewrdolvetihtagepe arevawnailbakalye (20”2 4)p
ma | could secure the financi al means he prob
esat Bamamdret coarsrn‘dtemmadiat’y nf ¢ethiesh ypi cal sen:
a sort of libidinal connection and an obscu
alization |ike the automobitea Amdsthliiimgei s pr
carsbexacttbipgpoissitgeui t e | i teral Isy afl arlolsitng ap
efforts to keepOnktyrsinhliwgpe&@hlae¢ akamcoind & mtu
who Helriseakeesn tchaat hGosd | i fe. .. Tazys maoity f
(i f) t'Hen rmaachi,nd hreéstwanrodnsel ivlsh.gad d&lt s, t he m
i ts r epdtiog etnhde Fakt ét cesnppete dtso arlelmahiins money,
t
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fixgrdbavgaddanior ebri codiangdandan he al e
give up.
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£ inevitable question that the audience is |
ed TyotnfBigmalda( s)"amfd sdplkygpil beewhoeve -t hat God
Ctiasrf @haausg hiti dpea tlhowmaeyl i ness and i &Soldataitdn. BAfntadr
ries to find friends or a wife and | ead a typi
lirdromalchélonel i ness and isolation are never di
poverty and | ow earning capacity, l ack of ot
hip of a marginalized commudépgndRegaﬂdgeddal
ing both his financial and emotional needs. T
atedly compared to a woman and cars are gener
ve gendeoedvejrdbedpogmeamns a very massive object,
nshbhboel ders, that is very difficult to remove.
n in order to dsssruotget thats dsonaalriateiecamadle tnsama,n dBi m
Jagalddalavko@asmonsci ousness -behle ecvoen thiencuaeuss ei ni tt hnea
understood, wunlike his human peers. Unlike the I
aces is by no maehnsaaootdposal di Bcmrd his beloved s
new beauty on his arm.
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par at iNen onés eclasre has a name. And certainly no one w
re Bi mal reserves for Jagaddals.t rfotk eas ctrhuec imeols t ma nrepnot
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person in hi8Nelviefre nanndd ,s alyasg,a wdrael .t oYtpeut daehcerl poi gnant
moment occurs when Bimal <conf é€mbswsmantToh idsh eB emogya Itih ap o rdta
of devotion andtéeofiacedesi wedespread mockery and cor
with a artotipmenost dsl gsieddnltn tfyadts, bBiumal up wi th t hi

Ghatsakhands, takes on a quirky | if g ooufr nietys noown .o nAsy souf
ferrying passengers but of separatsi damdefnrtanm yt. he| omwd yt H
surely, Jagaddal keeps breaking down and Bi mal keeps
is being carri edalsd dfmemy tBhenad¢crdampads streaming down |
to the | ov@eo,0fdédars flvreif enedd. .anYdoucl ot hedr mal | dty gdioe ociatn g h .
foréver

Transi enikjeanitg ifkirst and foremostwal coemmepdygsea geansi el
Ghatak exXPphHheinteary has a ramshackle car as its centra
many dynamic potentialities. I coubldvhaltwaw ¢ hf al | back
opportunities ofhbnoungedgmeaohbahisii agbfr eeahdet hc heasscea paensd ah
breakdowns at judici"dlbhel weaclyoeaxn smemert ©f t he car anc
are an exercise in transience. For i nstsaneyeexsetstaeé head
ti mes: when Bi mal starts loudly singing a devotional

headl i ght s; |l ater, when the | ady passenger, now aband
chase the train to seeusheesr,hanldaggaedtdsala jkeiacl ko uvshiyc hr ekfn o c
The more comic these escapadphbygiedcal ttheramoirendagadd afl
exposed: for instance, when Bimal angrily stuffs the
cl i mbsteppparoad, Jagaddal grunts, groans, smokes and
Bi malforceful “‘caontdieonme omalty The feeling that Jagaddal

companion is one Bimal 'skwbws hweldr owparmhiégks eflftatwoul d |
been only too easy for Ghatak to make a mel ancholy an
comedy, as after all, the context and | andscape are h
poverty and apeamantaetofdi smapdi ti onal | i fTewa yhoo.welNewe Ve
mi ght, I could not peddl’e in nostalgic sentimentali sn

DI SCUSSI ON QUESTI ONS
1)PDi scusss Baitmaalchment to Jagaddal with two exampl es.
2) Have you, I|“ha&d tthhee dla ubetcftwlr ,pl easure of ?meeting Bi

3PDi scuss two sceness fceocamiucr iensgc alpaagdaedsd.a IWhi ch emoti ons
the car in these scenes and why?

4 How do theahanddeceame her characters contribute to th

5o you think this story i®detwagn® OWNWhyfomic or somet' |

6 Have you seen another film with a simils@axpl ot or se
Dr i wegirffms about robot/ Al/ sentient vehicles? How does
Ghatsa2k What does your film of choice contribute to th

* Martin Scorsese saaxi i vmianémnaper ededyftARlahti yj aajaint Ray
(The Expddi6t2l)gn which in tAyramtwak.inspired by



SCENES

17Tri pwo mefm haggling for taxis at a busy Kol kata int
slightly derangedasbalWighsngrfieel hong to his wedding &
mi stakenly took a wrong bus, as they explain to a boy
coins, the boy takes the ol der man though an abandone
Bi mal is drunk. He asks for twenty rupees for the rio
return to the taxi stand. Soon after, Bi mal arrives i
signalled by the souncdeofbadcdiksgaoruchalnt Tjhan gloiyn gvairm st t h
badmouth thescaar shoBiomalel se. The passenger door bre
sqgueeze into the back seat. The old man gives the boy
and splatrtems awabadsi de druinaegd cofbfe.ggar as it

rains heavi l
a place whe
ows them out
y arrive the

slick and the passeng
sk ef’'eBdiomal Tdhlem@gstoom i
cifies him. Bi mal ma k
e groom i s al most deas

y.

Retur Bi mal | eaves without | ookéesngby aac kherOh aofh ec owasy., Hh
Jagaddal to hold on tild]l he reaches the water. Jagadd
puts the water in. He starts singing a devotional S 0n

headl amp jerks ddagaddad he dosvsedlds it up with a cloth




ils the caro aBwmmbhnpBromi ses JagaddrRadx itnhed’{cnobvee r!kahbpygi v

made of fake | eather) for the next big festival (Dur g
Jagaddal , onhkat seeavyou's wbrktngWhnter hdagaddal, the &
pokes him and runs away. Two t axi drivers come and tr
“s the catfamd wbinmanl? gets angry. Theyrliease 8Bmdnat he atya
will finally give the boy a ride.

Getting ready f olthea bpohyotgoetosp dressed up in his best ¢

stand. Jagaddal arrives, with his signature jeangling
shirt for a picture with Jagaddal and the boy. As th
arrives. Bi mal tells the boy that Jagaddal i s hardy &

I nsulA randombpatssebkls Biwmppeltdosas Iaobmes said that Bi ma
and intoxicated by petrol fumes. Bimal almost sl aps &
Bi mal runs behind Jagaddal t o -jcwmitaceh @an matn awhd gwaasb ss ph
the bgckis scarf. But he has to | et the man go.




2"9Tr i pA young man and his ful

l'y covered wife come and
to Bimal. They agree to pay 15

rupees for the ride an
| unatdisc ahobli g pan over his head to avoid being splash
getting run over. Bi mal dismisses him by responding c

l aughs 1 oudly, dr opspshe ihse rv ereyd adpcrecest\dew,itsnagsaedadvd a |
mirror.

Jagaddal drives through open fields. On the way they
The woman comments t hadst ctahneo phyo lleetisn hlearg asdedea |t he sky n
rip it further. Driving by a market, she wants to buy
her They resume their journey, finally arriving at a
keeps steaming.

Whi |l e Btiankailng shi s payment from the man, the boy jumps
Somehow Bi mal runs, hops in and stops tshd amwgrhimegf or e
hysterically siBit mdarngi wens thteec lg,r oluntd .s hogeswant hbecwaypply
examine the hole and have a |l eisurely smoke.

A chance medé i mgti cesmarhrei ende wwoyman-haintdteidng a¢ mmtey on a
rock, and he gives her a ride. He hkemroms therkedf f Haet ctoh
out of ’'st heearlsahdoyt t hat the man who deceived her woul d
she dobelsmow where she will go. He rushes to return th
comes and the Iwdhdy egédites raams behind the train handing
til | it is gone

Back with Jagaddal, he notices tchmdtl esdh éhutsabch nlde fhta dt e |
her from the fairgdagaddahdupr({psesomabhytto follow t
her ) . But Jagaddal refuses to start up even after muc
its face, making one of the headlupghtHeaclhdoss tt failh oV
open fields and bad r wmadcd,aifnrorests and over a m




Bi mal and Jadaddeall |l s the boy that the babus said that
machine and intoxicated by burnt petrol fumes. But tAh
toemhe earns money for Bimal every day andgirwuers mmamy m
company for the | ast '§5dgadtherspgetei hgsombthérthere,
stream to clean up. Sore and mude@oygte thtee rr efasrsauvw eers. JMegla
string music plays in the background as he drives bac

3Trip:ride to the tAr diesperatieopassengeér cvaantbsutt cher ent
initiabklasré@tktubasen for two days. The passecgempidt¢compl

state and Bi mal yvells at him to not poke his nose in
and stuff himselfThegwtart heebatakmd ehaarved tca owasiitngf or t h
pass. The passenger says that he missed the train. Th
that the train has | efitt, hwelriel ¢ eBi. m&lurien inotug ht, h at tirtai
passeng®es bBiemal . Bi mal forgets about him and instead
tired too easily and pats it hard on the hood.

At the taxA psotlancdeman goes around showing pictures of
apparently stsoljeewehlel ewoymaannd everything else and | eft
doesnknow them. At sthipep, madiieavSetk s ay $b|J-anpda-é ¢ a | i's a

buff antd ol darmhdbeseken downTbB&ebeyogets angry. The Si kh
everyone wil/l |l augh at Bi mal when tehsec aclaart efsi ntahlel ys igtoue




4 "Tri pAt night, th
Jagaddal at the |j

mechanic speaks to Bimal about not
nk yardstbogemuehnewouobhtdevBBAmatospy

roadside tea sell
headlights fl ash

r commentaj ¢eébdhticrh eléramaws) 'a Jsagaddeael cr
in the night.

e
u

(Oraon tribesmen and women) qgauede zseo nien vand atgheerys dsroimeeh
e
i

Bulli@#bBe next morning, when Bi mal wakes, hemidnds a ¢
nearby; he also sees a busy open market with a perfor
temple and receives blessings from the priest When t
Jagaddal . He tries to drive ¢éalelm magralyameds ameéyt Iswawimn
mud at the car. Bi mal protects Jagaddal with his body
Toget her fAfrteevrergetti ng out of there, he stops by a s
reassures Jagaadodghelt htehra tf otrheevye r . Mel ancholy string mus

he drives back.
p ™




A tribal cebethdanli pyn Jagaddal -makebed;l dtkirea dgpalndi gdh om
under the hood and stalls. Bi mal i s ibamfl ®8donThey are
drumbeats trumpets and other musical fIsnatmnmememtystcai:
village celebrating a festival with dance and a par ad
on a palanquin by a rdioged fmeangsand flying st

A stunningWhibéatBi mal wal ks dd®wm6a rrwloaade,)n awvegarraunpy o f

striped saris dance and walk in rows behind him, hold
scenes of the Adivasis danciagdtesobnhpei rBimdi gewababkemu
drinks some | ocal alcohol. The next morning, he gives
a ride while her | over/ husband pushes the car. The ¢




Bi mal retur nBhkehwmeti ¢ beggar | eaves hi's fllaatgteepad lown
car . Bi mal returns, pushing Jagaddal . Everyone comes
sympat heti c.

Beginning of Tthhee beonyd as ks Bi'mal akvédy thlfedhraaan whiol e mont

tried to get it repaired. He says no fixes are worKkin
comes and tells hdaomwn oolldetcarhegdrarkd nnot -esaprennedd any mo
money trying tt bepdBidmawhasthomwdrd know better than car
of iron. Bi mal gets wespomadgryg bhée cheebani c.

But he fumes at t Hel bsopye n s aays nngu ath agas hlee needs t o. L a
womasni nging a melancholy song at a cemetery near hi m.
him tisat hkeee for it. The nexhi mob0ifrngp ptag tgi.vdhet mecrt
says tshapothrei ng oisl goonnea ofuitr.e t hat

Proinees Bi mal happily talks to'lladaedddlx)edsaphd et hat 1
everyone by bringing it back again to the taxi stand.
Bi mal thinks are mice. He spends heo.urFi ndalslmya nstd tiinsgf iaer
down to sleep by a scurrying mouse.

Fal se revivalusual day at the taxi stand. Suddenl vy, w
associated i tahr rliavggdddadlong wi th cranking noises and
wh&t happening. Jagaddal has arrived, hehahidedsbghs$r ul
and wal ks away after hearing a strange noise from the




A |l ast IBeanm!l takes Jagaddal for a drive and tells it

and stops. Bi mal arntgrsiatyi ssfaiyesd tehvaerre i aftthears ghled ns pentand

teach it & ltexssadre.d Hd with kid gloves for too | ong! |
stones. Surprisingly, Jagaddal moves but then starts

sl oped road.sBi mal wpondcélei el d out and sobs.

Goodbye Jagkdrntaths | ater, he finaldowm,grleeakitmg slkddadd
o}

scrap ron deal er fromaldqthkpgptrao xf.or822 Irbispeesl hperl unat i
new dish and owésgaiouwdfshnd prancing. Bimas$ is hear
men take Jagaddal apart and carry it away on a cart.

ars str angiés dtihsec otradxain ts tnaonids et odd!l er | sughi ng
horn. Tears streaming down his face, Bi mal fi




